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our first distinct view of the Alps, giving us a foretaste of the mountain scenery, which proved so grand and often so terrific on a nearer acquaintance. From Neuchatel we proceeded to Geneva, passing through Yverdon, the seat of Pestalozzi's famous experiments iu education; Lausanne, where Gibbon composed his immortal history ; and Coppet, where was the residence of Madame de Stael, during her banishment from Paris by Napoleon. We then went up the Lake of Geneva to Vevey, and, turning our faces once more to the North, proceeded through Freyburg to Berne, the capital of the Swiss Confederacy. Here we met Parke Godwin and his family, who sailed about a month before us, and have been passing the summer in Switzerland. Our next movement was to Thun, and up the lake of that name to Inter-lachen, one of the most romantic spots in the alpine valleys. From here we made excursions to Lauter-brunnen, the Staubbach Falls, and the glaciers of Grindelwald. The next day we crossed a branch of the Alps by the TBi-iinig Pass to Lucerne, and had our first experience of the wonderful alpine roads, which are among the greatest triumphs of civil engineering in the world. The path has often been gained by cutting through the solid rock, making a platform, or rather a shelf, for the carriage on the side of a precipice. We look down upon the awful depths below ; but the road is so guarded with strong parapets that all sense of danger is lost. The scenery is at once majestic and beautiful. Frequent waterfalls rush down the side of the mountain, gloomj